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protection was necessary.11   For, they were the very pests of
Aryan society, looting, pillaging,  and plundering the Aryan
villages In  well-organized   powerful  bands,  disturbing  the
peaceful occupations of the   inhabitants, and  retarding their
progress.   They were like the grim shadows of a past life of
grossraess and barbarism,  that   haunted  and  tormented  the
advanced Aryans, and made their  very  existence  miserable
and unbearable.    These evil shadows had   to  be got  rid  of,
and purged from their  society and  country  anyhow,  before
they could think of working out their own  evolution.    And it
appears from a study of the Vedio   hymns that the  cultured
section of the people applied themselves  to the task of either
annihilating or extirpating them from the country with a grim
determination.    A very large number of the  Rgvedlc hymns
breathe this spirit of determination.    They were  well  cogni-
sant of the powers of the great Indra who  vanquished  Vftra
and his hosts, the supernatural   foes  of  mankind,  and  they
invoked his aid in hymn after hymn In   this   their great  and
difficult   task.    The   mighty  Indra   seemed   to listen to their
prayers, and slaughtered  their  enemies  like  beasts  in   the
fields of battle, hunted them  out  from   their  mountain  fast-
nesses and scattered them like wind, burned  them   out  from
the  forests,  and  after   destroying their haunts and  nests,
butchered them mercilessly.    It was. Indeed, an awful, bloody,
and protracted struggle in which the  Aryans  were  engaged.
It Is sad to reflect that the advanced Aryans did not think of
reclaiming them from  barbarism  by more  humanizing and
peaceful methods ; but probably in the circumstances in which
they were placed, it was not  possible  for them  to  do  so*
They thought slaughter or extirpation  to be the only  means
of getting rid of them, and we find the  Vedic bards gloating
and exulting over the slaughter,  offering hymns and  Soma
libations to Indra for their victories, quaffing the Soma  drink
in excess to the point of Intoxication to celebrate their success,
and feeling a cruel satisfaction at the terrible execution made
by them.   The whole country was up in arms against  the